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n^HE Fulton Trust Company of New York 
publishes this illustrated pamphlet en- 
titled, ''Life of Robert Fulton,'' hoping 
its friends and any strangers into whose hands 
it may fall, will enjoy reviewing some of the 
principal incidents in the life of one of our 
illustrious American inventors, after whom 
this Company is named. 

The Fulton Trust Company of New York 
begs to draw the attention of the reader of the 
biography of Robert Fulton, to the brief sum- 
mary of the business transacted by the 
Company, which follows, 

30 Nassau Street, New York. 
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ROBERT FULTON 



ROBERT FULTON 

ROBERT FULTON was born November 14, 1765, hi. Birth 
in the Township of Little Britain, now designated 
Fulton Township, Pennsylvania. His birthplace, 
a farm in a beautiful and fertile tract of country, is high 
among the Conewago Hills of Lancaster County. 

The Fulton family had come to America from Antecedent* 
Kilkenny, Ireland, early in the eighteenth century. They 
were undoubtedly descendants of a certain Reverend Doctor 
Robert Fulton of Scotland, who was appointed by the Privy 
Council September 8, 1614, to serve as chaplain to the 
Lady Arabella Stuart, first cousin of King James the First 
of England. The Lady Arabella was at that time im- 
prisoned in the Tower of London for having assisted her 
husband, William Seymour, afterward first Marquis of 
Hertford, in his escape to France. 

The descendants of the Reverend Doctor Fulton are 
known to have later settled in Kilkenny, having been forced 
from Scotland in Cromwell's time. The early records show 
that they were men of brave hearts. Those of their 
descendants who are yet on English soil have added further 
prestige to the name. 

When Robert Fulton was three years old his father Boyhood 
sold the farm and moved with his family to the town of 
Lancaster. There in 1773 Robert was sent to school. He 
very early evinced inventive talent, and is said to have been 
fond of sundry experiments in making lead-pencils, sky- 
rockets, designs for improved guns — and even a fishing boat 
to be propelled by moving paddles. His boyish nickname, 
** Quicksilver Bob,'' was probably given in recognition of 
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his bright activities of thought; for several examples of 
indomitable courage of mind are recorded by biographers : 

'* My head is so full of original notions that there is 
no vacant chamber to store away the contents of dusty 
books!" and 

**rm going to shoot candles [sky-rockets] into the 
air. Nothing is impossible/' 

These latter words were indeed prophetic. 

Artistic Robert Fulton possessed two mental abilities which are 

not often held in conjunction. He was mechanical and in- 
tensely practical, yet he loved beauty of form and its every 
expression. Thus it is of especial interest to note that at 
the age of seventeen he decided to become an artist, and 
with this desire in mind went to Philadelphia to study 
portrait painting as a profession. There he made the 
acquaintance of Benjamin Franklin, then about to be sent 
to the court of France. Mr. Franklin's keen wit and 
original manner of expression must have proved an inspira- 
tion to the observant young art student. 

His Robert Fulton had the power, even in youth, of at- 

Frisndships ^racting and developing friendships with people of high 
mental attainment. When, four years later, he went to 
England he was speedily and cordially welcomed by Mr. 
Benjamin West, at that time president of the Royal Acad- 
emy of Great Britain, whose comradeship was intimately 
shared for several years, to the inestimable value of the 
younger American. About this time Robert Fulton also 
met the Duke of Bridgewater, who had introduced canals 
through England, and Lord Stanhope, a man of science 
who was deeply interested in mechanical devices. Mr. 
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Fulton's later correspondence with these men and with 
others, furnishes further proof of his charm of personality — 
his heart was as true and unerring as his brain. In Bir- 
mingham Robert Fulton conferred with the celebrated James 




BENJAMIN FRANKLIN 



Watt, who had perfected the steam engine. He studied 
this invention with great interest and profit. 

In 1797 Robert Fulton crossed the Channel and went Life in 
to Paris. Soon after his arrival he achieved a helpful ■'■"®* 

intimacy with Mr. Joel Barlow, the American poet and 

7 



FULTON TRUST COMPANY of NEW YORK 

diplomat, who was then serving as our Minister to 
France. A deep affection arose between the two men, and 
Robert Fulton lived for seven years of energetic mental 
advance in the home of Mr. Barlow. During these years 
he not only acquired a cultivated use of the French lan- 
guage, but studied also German and Itahan. He further 
occupied his mind with work in higher mathematics, 
physics, chemistry and perspective drawing. His science 
was never haphazard. He prepared each step with con- 
summate care. 

For Mr. Barlow's patriotic poem **The Columbiad,'' 
Robert Fulton designed and published the several illustra- 
tive plates — an achievement of much originality and force. 

Early Throughout this time, while Robert Fulton success- 

fully followed his artistic profession and painted many 
pictures of appreciated excellence, his active mind contin- 
ued to be sensitive to the pulse of national needs. An 
undercurrent of thought flowed ever toward practical 
devices of convenience. Thus during the busy years 
abroad, he obtained English patents for a new machine 
for spinning flax and for making ropes by a new process. 
In 1796 he published in London a treatise upon canals, and 
two years earlier patented a double-inclined plane to be 
used for purposes of transportation. This was submitted, 
with models of machines, to the British Board of Agricul- 
ture, of which Sir John Sinclair was president. It was 
received with complimentary resolutions of recommendation. 
Not forgetful of his own country, he forwarded copies of 
this treatise to the Governor of Pennsylvania and to 
General George Washington, from whom he received a 

gratifying acknowledgment. 

8 



LIFE OF ROBERT FULTON 

A few years later, when in France, he addressed an 
Open Letter to the friends of Mankind, urging educa- 
tional provision and industrial knowledge. He said of 
himself: **I labor with the ardor of an enthusiast/' 




JAMES WATT 



Robert Fulton constructed a submarine or plunging "*'•'• 

TorDsdo 

boat, called a torpedo, and to this unique craft he invited 

the attention of the French Government. During the 

year 1804 he appeared before Napoleon Bonaparte, then 

First Consul, who was sufficiently impressed to appoint a 
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committee from the Academy of Sciences to examine it. 
Their reply to Napoleon was : " Sire, we have effectually 
found a motive power in steam, but of a nature so feeble that 
a child's toy could hardly be put in motion by it." In later 
years, from St. Helena, Napoleon beheld a steamship, and 
realized the error and lost opportunity of that decision. 

R«c«ii«d to The British Government, through the advice of the 

Earl of Stanhope, desired to withdraw the inventor from 
France, and Robert Fulton, by invitation, returned to Eng- 
land to lay his torpedo project before a commission appointed 
by the British Ministry. His hope seemed about to be 
realized, but the commission reported, after due considera- 
tion, that the proposed submarine boat was impracticable. 
Thus did two nations pass by a naval opportunity of incal- 
culable power. 

Return to After this disappointment Robert Fulton returned to 

America. A man of less faith in his project would at this 
juncture have seemed justified in considering it a failure. 
But Robert Fulton's hope was unquenched — his belief in 
the gigantic task he had assayed was unshaken — he knew, 
by personal experiment and by prophetic intuition, that he 
did indeed hold the key to a new situation, that beyond this 
invention lay a great and unknown power. 

Hia Motto Before a month had elapsed, he submitted his plans for 

the torpedo to the American Government. By persuasive 
eloquence and the magnetic force of his own belief, he im- 
pressed Mr. Madison, then Secretary of State, and Mr. 
Smith, Secretary of the Navy, to influence a financial ap- 
propriation for practical tests. Several successful demon- 

10 



LIFE OF ROBERT FULTON 

strations followed. In 1810 he published his work entitled 
** Torpedo War/' and his motto expressed through this and 
other theories of naval science was **The Liberty of the 
Seas will be the Happiness of the Earth." 




NAPOLEON BONAPARTE A8 FIRST CONSUL 



The final years of Robert Fulton's life were filled with "*• 
the triumph of success, but only by the payment of a heavy work 
wage of work. His energy was indefatigable. He worked 
with brain and with hand, compelling the discovery of the 
secret which he had guessed. Other men had experimented 
with steam as a motive power for navigation, but had met 
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failure. Robert Fulton faced repeated failure, yet always 
with dauntless hope began another attempt toward success. 



Friendship Before he left France, he had formed a friendship with 

Chaneeiior Robert R. Livingston, the American Minister. Chan- 
Livingston cellor Livingston listened with attention and inspiration to 
the project of steam navigation, and an agreement of co- 
operation between the two men was then and there made. 
In America, during the year 1806, Robert Fulton, finan- 
cially aided by the Chancellor, began the momentous 
building of the first steamboat. 



The It was the work of several months. The hull was 

*"* launched m the early spring, and the strange machinery 
fitted. ** Fulton's Folly'* became a by-word of derision. 
The voyage of the Clermont in August, 1807, from New 
York to Albany, was marked by ludicrous apprehension on 
the part of many incredulous people. They regarded the 
boat as a ** monster" moving on the waters, defying wind 
and tide, and breathing flames and smoke. Their estimate 
was not wholly wrong; yet the monster is now an un- 
masked friend, serving humanity and riding in triumph over 
unruly waters. The name of the first steamboat, the 
Clermonty was a gracious recognition by Robert Fulton of 
his appreciation of Chancellor Livingston's hospjtality in 
the Chancellor's country place, Clermont, on the Hudson 
River, where Robert Fulton was a frequent guest. 



His The success of the great invention was speedily fol- 

Msrrisga Jq^^j^ January 7, 1808, by Robert Fulton's marriage to 

Miss Harriet Livingston, the daughter of Walter Livingston, 
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Esq., of Tiviotdale, Livingston Manor. It is related that 
the engagement was formally announced by Chancellor 
Livingston, upon the deck of the Clermont^ during the 
interesting hours of her first successful voyage. In a grace- 
ful speech telling of the betrothal, the Chancellor prophesied 



His 
Marriage 




JAMCa MADISON 

that ** the name of the inventor will descend to posterity as 
that of a benefactor to the world, and it is not impos- 
sible that before the close of the present century, vessels 
might even be able to make the voyage to Europe without 
other motive power than steam.'* 
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'"*'oMha ^ gentleman who made the first trial trip in company 

First with a number of invited guests, declared that the 
Voyago Clermont appeared an ungainly craft, *' looking precisely like 
a backwoods sawmill mounted on a scow and set on fire." 
It was said to have been decked over but a short distance, 
at stem and at stern. In the center, exposed to view, was 
the strange machinery — the boiler alone protected by a 
small roof. The fuel for the fire was pine wood, which 
caused excessive smoke. No wonder that the people on 
the banks of the Hudson, who were unprepared for the 
strange sight, took to the woods in fright. The decks of 
the Clermont were filled with a happy party of Robert 
Fulton's and the Chancellor's friends, and as the boat passed 
in triumph up the river through the Highlands, some of 
the ladies and gentlemen broke into song: **Ye Banks 
and Braes o' Bonnie Doon.'' How strange that the dear 
Scotch melody should have been on the Scottish lips of the 
Fulton and Livingston descendants in this hour of ac- 
complishment upon America's most bonnie river ! 

Residence in Robert Fulton and his wife resided at No. 1 State 

Street, New York City. The house is still standing, and 
by a strange coincidence is now used as the temporary home 
of the Seamen's Church Institute. **They that go down 
to the sea in ships, and occupy their business in great 
waters '* daily pass over the threshold of the last earthly 
home of this maker of ships ; probably with never a thought 
of the former history of the old mansion, for the fact of its 
original use is almost unnoted and unknown. 

Early R«t«« The ClermoTit shortly after its first venture was adver- 

of River . '' r,^, r n • 

Travel tised as a regular passenger boat. The foUowmg notice is 
taken from the Albany Gazette of September 2, 1807: 
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** The North-River Steamboat will leave Pauler's Hook E.riy Rates 
Ferry [now Jersey City] on Friday, the 4th of September, Trovar*^ 




ROBERT R. LIVINGSTON 



at 9 in the morning, and arrive at Albany on Saturday at 9 
in the afternoon. Provisions, good berths, and accommo- 
dations are provided. 
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**The charge to each passenger is as follows: 

To Newburgh dols. 3, time, 14 hours. 

To Poughkeepsie " 4, ** 17 " 

To Esopus " 5, *' 20 *' 

To Hudson " 5)4, " 30 " 

To Albany "7, " 36 ** 

** For places apply to William Vandcrvoort, No. 48 
Courtlandt Street, on the corner of Greenwich Street.** 

Further During the remaining years of his life Robert Fulton 

unceasingly worked for the further development of steam 
navigation. Several other mechanical details were patented, 
and fourteen steamboats were built under his direction and 
superintendence. Congress authorized the building of 
coast-defence vessels in March, 1814, and Mr. Fulton at 
once commenced the work of their construction. 

Robert While employed in the service of the United States 

Death Government Robert Fulton died, after a brief illness, Feb- 
ruary 24, 1815. His death occasioned unusual sorrow. 
His funeral was attended by all the officers of the national 
and state governments then in the city, by the magistrates, 
the common council, a number of societies, and a vast con- 
course of citizens. During the passing of the cortege from 
his residence. No. 1 State Street, to Trinity Church, minute 
guns were fired from the steam frigate and the Battery. 
The Legislature, then in session at Albany, expressed its 
regret by a resolution that both houses should wear mourn- 
ing for a term of six weeks. 



It will be of probable interest to give a brief description 



Poreonel 

ietiee of Robert Fulton's personal characteristics. He has been 
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described as ** A prince among men, as modest as he was P«p»on«i 
great, and as handsome as he was modest. His eyes were i.ti^. 
glorious with genius." He was of great height, above six 
feet, and of graceful, slender proportions. It was said that 
he was ** emphatically a man of the people, ambitious 
indeed, but void of all sordid designs. He pursued ideas 
more than money." 




THE FULTON HOMESTEAD 



His friend and biographer, Mr. Cadwallader D. Colden, 
wrote of him: ** Nature had made him a gentleman and 
bestowed upon him ease and gracefulness. He had too 
much sense for the least affectation, and a modest confidence 
in his own worth and talents gave him an unembarrassed 
deportment in all companies. 
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Personal 

Character- 

latlea 



1907 the 

Centennial of 

Robert 

Fulton's 

Triumph 



** He expressed himself with energy, fluency and cor- 
rectness, and as he owed more to his own experience and 
reflection than to books, his sentiments were often interesting 
from their originality. 

** Most conspicuous in his character was his calm con- 
stancy, his industry, and that indefatigable patience and 
perseverance which always enabled him to overcome 
difficulties." 

The foregoing words form a brief monograph of the 
man whose derided invention has now, at the close of a 
century of use, revolutionized the commerce of nations, 
and fortified the navies of the world, bringing from north 
to south and from one land's end unto another the riches of 
agriculture, the products of international industries and the 
wealth of far-distant mines. 

Wheresoever a steamboat rides upon the waters of ocean 
or inland lake, of narrow strait or of wide river, there is 
Robert Fulton's monument, the witness of his proclaimed 
power. 
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UNITED STATES TREASURY, WASHINGTON, D. C. 

BUSINESS AUTHORIZED BY LAW TO 
BE TRANSACTED BY THE FULTON 
TRUST COMPANY OF NEW YORK 



THE Fulton Trust Company of New York is author- Trusts 
ized by law and by its charter, to act as Executor, ^„"j J' ^"^^ 
Administrator, Guardian, Committee of Incom- 
petent persons, Trustee under Will or under appointment 
by Deed, viz: — 

Acts as Executor when so designated in Will of 
decedent. 

Acts by appointment of Court as Administrator, or 
as Administrator de bonis non, upon the decease 
of former Administrator, or as Administrator 
with the Will annexed, in case of death or 
failure to qualify of sole or surviving Executor 
named in Will. 
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Acts as Guardian of the Estate of minors, persons 
under twenty-one years of age, either by order 
of the Court or when appointed by Will or 
deed of surviving parent when such Will is 
admitted to probate or such deed is executed 
and recorded. 

Acts as Conunittee of Incompetent persons, upon 
application and the proper authon'ty of the 
Court. 

Acts as Trustee under Will when designated in 
Will of testator. 

Acts as Substituted Trustee, to take the place of 
a deceased trustee, or a retiring trustee, when 
appointed by the Court. 

Acts as Trustee under Deed to continue during 
the lives of one or two persons, and to pro- 
vide an income for certain beneficiaries ; or 
trust may be established to continue until the 
beneficiary shall reach a certain age and pro- 
vide for the benefit of a minor beneficiary 
during his minority. 

inv««tm«nt« The property comprising a Trust Fund may consist of 

real estate, money, or personal securities, and the maker of 

the trust may direct that the trustee may continue to hold 

the original securities named in deed of trust, or which he 

may hold at time of his decease ; and he may stipulate what 

class of investments may be made and may authorize the 

trustee to invest in securities not authorized by law, thus 

securing to the beneficiaries an increased income. 
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The maker of the trust may provide on the termination Fin«i 
of the trust for the distribution of the capital forming the ^f c«pit«i 
trust, to specified legatees, or by the will of a person named. 
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(From GlbASON'S LITERARY COMPANION, published in Boston about 18S2) 

THE MIDDLE DUTCH CHURCH, DEDICATED A. D. 1729 

MADC A BfllTISH MILITAflV FfllSON, 1tT8. fICSTOMCD, 1 T«0. OCCUPIED AS THC U. •. 

POST OFFICE. ia48-iaT8. TAKEN DOWN, 1 883. FULTON TRUST COMPANY 

OP NEW YORK OCCUPIES AS TENNANT AN OFFICE AT SO NASSAU 

STREET. IN THE BUILDING ERECTED ON THIS SITE 



The maker of a trust may direct that the entire net disposition 
income shall be paid at regular periods to himself or other 
persons selected by him, or that the income shall accumulate 
during the minority of a child, or that all or a portion shall 
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be paid for the support and education of such minor; a 
trust for the benefit of a minor can be created to continue 
during h'fe, in which case any accumulations of income must 
be paid to the beneficiary, upon his attaining his majority. 
ineom* Income is usually paid at intervals of three to six 

months, but the convenience of beneficiaries will be con- 
sulted as to the dates selected, and also as to the method of 
remitting income. 
Commission Trust Companies are authorized by law to charge as 

commissions : 

On the principal, 5^ on $1,000, 2%i on $10,000 and 1^ 
on all over $11,000, which is the sole charge against principal. 
A like charge is allowed annually against income. 
importaneo The foregolng is intended simply as a suggestion and 

%dvieo ^^^ *5 covering the many legal points; it is quite unwise to 
attempt to establish a trust either under a will, or by deed, 
except under the direction of expert legal advice. 
Agoncy This Company is also prepared to accept the agency 

of real or personal property for individuals, collecting and 
remitting income as directed, and leaving the capital subject 
to the owner's control; in this case, the Company's com- 
mission is as agreed. 
Seeiai This Company has experience in acting as Secretary 

to its customers during a short or an extended absence from 
the City. 
Treaouror This Company also acts as Treasurer and Agent for 

'"socre'tiaa'^ charitable institutions. The securities of a Hospital or 
Hoapitaia Society are kept in the Company's vaults for safe-keeping, 
and statements of the accounts of the Institutions are 
rendered at stated times. This class of business is con- 



Socratary 



and Othap 
Inatitutlona 



ducted at a moderate rate to be arranged by agreement. 
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The Company is also authorized to act as Trustee of Transfer Ag«nt, 
Corporation Mortgages, as Transfer Agent and Registrar *" * '**''' 
of Stocks and Bonds, as Receiver or Assignee, and as Fiscal 
Agent for payment of Dividends, Coupons, Etc. 




UNITED STATES SUB'TREASURY, NEW YORK 
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Receives deposits subject to check, pays interest on small, 
as well as large, inactive accounts (suitable for a Trust 
Company) and on large and small certificates of deposit. 
More liberal rates can be allowed upon Time Certifi- 
cates of Deposit. 

Collects coupons and dividends for depositors. 

Pays clean money on counter checks. 

Returns pass-books written up within twenty-four hours, 
or immediately, if required. 

Furnishes letters of credit, enabling customers to use their 
accounts while traveling abroad. 

Endeavors to answer inquiries from depositors concerning 
investment securities. 
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